
Chariton Township Planning Commission regular meeting minutes 7-3-2013 

Meeting called to order by chairman Mike Colosimo @ 7:00 P.M.. 

Members present: Mike Colosimo, Robert Fleury, Walt Keskine, and Willard Brown. 

Members absent Keith Huff. 

Others present: None. 

Recited Pledge of Allegiance. 

Moved by Walt Keskine and supported by Robert Fleury to approve minutes as presented for regular 

meeting held on 6-5-2013, motion carried. 

Short discussion was held on proposed snowmobile trail. People that were pushing for a trail did not 

show up at this meeting after personally being invited. They were Holly Atkinson (Pauls Pub), Linda 

Busy Bee Market), and Chris, Leonard and Karen (Old Depot Restaurant). 

We Reviewed letter to Ivan Maschke (Charlton Township Clerk) from Lee Olsen (Chairman Otsego Board 

of Commissioners) dated 6-14-2013 (See attached Copy). This letter was in response to letter sent to 

Otsego Board of Commissioners dated 4-9-2013 (topic was article 14/Schedule of Dimesions). After 

reviewing Article 8 (FR) Forestry Recreation and Article 9 (AR) Agricultural Resource District we found no 

merit in the reasons they gave for not approving the changes requested for the FR and AR zoning 

districts. 

Discussed request from Vern Schlaud (Director Otsego Land Use Services) to Township Clerks about 

Article 14/Schedule of Dimensions dated 6-21-2013 (see attached copy). Moved by Walt Keskine and 

supported by Mike Colosimo that we recommend to the Charlton Township Board to approve Highway 

Interchange Commercial (HX) as presented on Article 14/Schedule of Dimensions plus revise as (FR) & 

(AR) to a 25ft mm. front setback, loft mm. side setback, 30ft mm. rear setback with note H added, 

motion carried. 

Matt Nowak (Charlton Township Supervisor) attended meeting from approx.. 8:00 P.M. till adjournment. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted by secretary Willard Brown 
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June 14, 2013 

Ivan Maschke, Clerk 
Chariton Township 
10900 M-32 East, P0 Box 367 
Johannesburg, Michigan 49751 

Re: April 9, 2013 Otsego County Board Meeting 

Dear Chariton Township Board Members: 

I am writing in response to your letter concerning the April 9, 2013 Otsego County Board of 
Commissioners meeting. Specifically, you questioned the reasoning of the Board in turning down 
the Planning Commission recommendation to reduce the minimum front and side setbacks in the 
AR, Agricultural Resource, and FR, Forestry Recreation, districts. 

At that meeting, concerns were raised over the possibility of some of the uses allowed in the AR 
and FR districts may not be compatible with neighboring residential uses. Some of those uses 
permitted by right in the AR and FR districts include landing strips, vetesjiy h2s itals, group care 
homes, and telecommunication towers, which could'6a-usea conflict should they be movér 
to residential uses. 

The Board of Commissioners receives advice and input from a variety of boards and commissions, 
helping guide it in its decision making. The Board does, however, have a responsibility to fully 
analyze and consider the implications of those recommendations. While the Board greatly 
appreciates all of the hard work put in by the members of both our local planning commissions, as 
well as by the Otsego County Planning Commission, it was felt by a majority of the County Board 
members that it is better to delay rather than make a change prematurely. Upon voting the 
recommendation down, the matter was referred back to the Planning Commission with instructions 
that they could further discuss the matter and bring it back to the Board should they continue to 
feel the changes are needed. 

Thank you for this opportunity to respond to your inquiries, please don't hesitate to contact me 
should you have further questions. 

Respectfully, 

Lee Olsen, Chairperson 


